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The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the 
Borough  of  Godaiming. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Fifth  Report  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  I said  1937  was  an  extremely  healthy 
year  so  that  I can  only  say  1938  was  even  more  healthy. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  was  lower 
than  ever— note  the  high  degree  of  resistance  to  infection 
of  the  child  population.  Unfortunately,  Tuberculosis 
caused  rather  more  cases  and  deaths  than  in  1937,  for 
which  there  seems  no  apparent  cause. 

The  Birth  Rate  is,  unfortunately,  falling  annually  and 
is  now  definitely  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole, 
although  last  year  it  was  still  above  it.  Infant  Mortality 
however  is  at  a very  low  rate,  comparing  favourably  with 
that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  Death  Rate  is  also  exceedingly  low  and  com- 
pares favourably  with  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  Health  of  the  Town  is  extremely  satisfactory,  caus- 
ing no  grounds  for  any  apprehension. 

Godaiming  is  still,  judging  by  its  statistics,  a very 
healthy  place  to  live  in. 

I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  A.  BE  LAM,  m.d,  cii.b.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Godalming, 

May,  1939. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.  A.  BELAM,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

P.  A.  WARNER,  c.r.san.  i.,  m.s.i.assn. 

(Mr.  Warner  also  holds  offices  of  Petroleum  Inspector  and 
Shops  Acts  Inspector.  He  has  the  Meat  Inspector’s 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute). 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector: 

I.  C.  WILLIAMS,  A.R.I.P.H.  (HONS). 

(Appointed  1st  October,  1938). 

Clerk : 

Miss  E.  K.  GILBERT. 

(Appointed  24th  October,  1938). 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres)  2,393. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  mid-year,  1938) : 
13,040.  Comparable  factor  .88. 

In  place  of  giving  an  adjusted  population  for 
statistical  purposes  this  year  the  Registrar  General 
has  supplied  a factor  by  which  the  crude  death  rate 
must  lie  multiplied  to  bring  it  into  consonance  with 
the  death  rate  of  other  towns.  This  factor  is  used  in 
this  connection  in  the  table. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1st  April,  1938)  according  to 
the  rate  books  : 3,794. 

Rateable  value  (1st  April,  1938) : £116,581. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £455. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

...  183 

98 

85  ' 

Birth  Rate  per 

Legitimate 

...  178 

95 

83 

1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

population,  14.03 

Rate  per  1,000 

Still  Births 

7 

3 

4 

total  (live  & still 

) births)  36.8 


Stillbirth  Rate  per 
1,000  population 
0.53 


Deaths 


146  70 


76 


Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident 
population,  9.98 
(Comparability 
Factor,  0.88) 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : None 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  32.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  33.7 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  23 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 
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The  population  is  now  assessed  at  13.040  for  mid-1938. 
The  birth  rate  is  14.03  as  compared  with  15.1  for  the 
country  as  a whole  and  15.4  for  the  148  smaller  towns. 
This  is  a lower  rate  than  that  of  1937  or  of  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole  for  1938.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate 
of  32.7  is  very  satisfactory  and  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  51  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Infantile  Mortality  continues  to  fall  and  only  six 
deaths  of  infants  under  12  months  are  recorded  for  1938. 
Of  these,  all  but  one  were  due  to  congenital  cause  and 
actually  the  last  occurring  at.  2 months  was  due  to  a con- 
genital bowel  condition.  Ages  at  death  were  30  minutes, 
12  hours,  3 days,  2 weeks,  2 months,  and  3 months. 

The  general  death  rate  using  the  comparability  factor 
is  9.98  which  is  extremely  low  and  therefore  satisfactory.  It 
compares  most  favourably  with  the  rate  of  11.6  for  the 
whole  country  and  11.0  for  the  148  smaller  towns.  Heart 
disease  caused  most  deaths,  but  of  the  42  thus  caused,  34 
were  in  persons  over  65.  Cancer,  with  23  deaths,  follows. 
This  latter  figure  is  lower  than  that  of  1937. 

Of  the  147  deaths,  one  male,  due  to  other  circulatory 
disease,  is  not  traceable  in  local  records.  Eighty-three 
or  nearly  57  per  cent,  were  in  persons  over  65  years  of 
age.  Deaths  are  fewer  than  in  1937  in  spite  of  the  in- 
creased population.  No  other  cause  occasioned  any  con- 
siderable number  of  deaths,  but  the  two  already  noted, 
and  nothing  is  shown  to  be  deleterious  to  the  health  of  the 
town  either  as  a cause  of  increased  mortality  or  of 
morbidity. 

Conditions  of  life  are  therefore  definitely  conducive  to 
the  attainment  in  this  area  of!  a ripe  old  age. 

The  stillbirth  rate  of  0.53  is  also  below  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole,  or  of  that  of  the  148  smaller  towns, 
both  of  which  have  a rate  of  0.6  per  1,000  population. 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS'  OF  MORTALITY  IN  THE  YEAR  1938. 
England  and  Wales,  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 
Provisional  Figures. 
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ie  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : per  1,000  Tota 
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Cause  of  Death. 


M. 


Influenza 

Tuberculosis  — 

Pulmonary  ... 

Non-Pulmonary 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Aneurism  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Disease 

Nephritis 

Congenital  Debility 

Senility 

Suicide  ... 

Violence 

Other  Diseases  ... 


5 

2 

IO 


I 


21 


I 

6 

5 

1 

4 

2 

4 

3 

i 

i 

3 


70 


1938- 
All  Ages. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
residents  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  district. 
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General  Provisions  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area. 

(а)  Laboratory  Facilities. — These  remain  unaltered,  the 
Council  paying  for  swabs  sent  by  practitioners  from 
necessitous  cases  living  in  the  Borough  for  examination  for 
diphtheria  infection  and  for  sputa  examined  for  tubercle. 
Material  is  sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  where  the 
necessary  forms,  etc.,  for  practitioners’  use  are  available. 
During  1938,  33  sputa  were  examined  for  tubercle,  30 
swabs  were  examined  for  diphtheria  infection.  Water 
samples  are  sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
91  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London. 

(б)  Ambulance  Facilities. — For  non-inf ectious  and 
accident  cases  the  well-equipped  motor  ambulance  of  the 
Godaiming  Division  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  is 
available  and  staffed  by  members  of  the  Division,  the  men 
leaving  their  work  for  the  purpose.  For  infectious  cases 
the  ambulances  of  the  Guildford  and  Godaiming  Joint 
Hospital  Board  are  available. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. — There  are  four  midwives 
practising  in  Godaiming,  of  whom  three  are  affiliated  to 
the  Godaiming  Nursing  and  Child  Welfare  Association. 
The  Annual  Grant  of  £75  hitherto  made  by  the  Godaiming 
Town  Council  has  been  discontinued,  as  this  work  falls 
within  the  ambit  of  the  Surrey  County  Council  from  whom 
the  Association  now  receives  a Grant. 

The  following  indicates  the  work  of  the  Nurses  of  this 


Association  during  1938  : — ■ 

Number  of  District  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

,,  „ District  Visits  5.979 

,,  ,,  Midwifery  Cases  92 

,,  „ Maternity  Cases  (with  Doctor)  ...  18 

„ ,,  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Visits  ...  2,017 

,,  ,,  Ante-Natal  Visits  ...  66G 

„ „ Almshouse  Visits  49 

.,  „ Casual  Visits  ...  ,..  ...  SOI 
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(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — The  Surrey  County 
Council  Clinics  are  as  follows  : — • 

At  Church  Room,  Godalming. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 

Dental  Clinic  : 3rd  Monday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 

10 — 12  noon. 

Child  Welfare  Centre : Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 

2—4  p.m. 

School  Treatment  Centres— 

General  Medical  Clinics : 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 

9.30 — 10  a.m. 

„ „ „ Every  Friday,  10  a.m. 

General  Eye  Clinic  : Every  4th  Thursday,  9.30  a.m. 

Dental  Clinics  : 1st,  2nd,  4tli  and  5th  Mondays, 

10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 

,,  „ Tuesdays,  2 p.m. 

„ „ 1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays. 

10  a.m. — 2 p.m. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : Every  Friday, 

11  a.m. — 12  noon. 

At,  Milford  Sanatorium. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  : 2nd  and  4th  Fridays,  2 — 1 p.m. 

At  49  Farnham  Road,  Guildford. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary : 1st  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays. 

10  a.m. — 12  noon;  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays,  5.30 — 7 p.m. ; 
Fridays,  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

At  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford. 

Venereal  Diseases — 

Males : Thursdays  and  Fridays,  5 — 7 p.m. 

Females  : Mondays,  4 — 7 p.m. 

(e)  Hospitals. — 

(1)  The  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  at  Guildford 
offers  216  beds  (194  general  and  22  private). 
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General  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  treated  at  the 
above  well-equipped  voluntary  hospital  (365  in-patients 
and  1.139  out-patients  in  1938  being  Godallning  residents) 
and  also  at  the  Surrey  County  Council  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  Warren  Road,  Guildford,  which  also  takes 
maternity  cases. 

TlTe  County  Hospital  will  only  accept  complicated 
maternity  cases  requiring  operation. 

(2)  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.— There  are  two 
private  homes  in  the  Borough  supervised  by  the  County 
Council. 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases  are  treated  at  the  Woodbridge 
Hospital  of  the  Guildford  and  Godaiming  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  and  smallpox  cases  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council  at  Clandon.  Godaiming  is  a member  of 
the  Board  and  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  its  Medical 
Officer.  The  Annual  Report  for  1938  is  here  printed  : — 


Admissions  to  Hospitals  During  1938. 


District 

Scarlet  Diph-  Ery-  Dysen 
Fever  theria  sips:  tery 

Meas. 

Polio- 

myel- 

itis 

c. 

s. 

M. 

Prop: 
per  1.00C 

popn  Deaths. 

Guildford  M.B.  .. 

. 43 

20 

2 4 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Godaiming  M.B. 

3 

3 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Guildford  R.D.  .. 

. 32 

12 



— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Hambledon 

3 

— 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Woking  U.D.  .. 

. 

— 



3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aldershot 

. — 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  137 

81 

35 

2 4 

9 

2 

4 



6 

The  year  1938  had  been  the  lowest  as  regards  ad- 
missions since  1931  when  there  were  182  cases.  Previous 
to  that  there  were  only  155  admissions  in  1927.  Cases  on 
the  whole  were  mild.  It  will  be  noted  that,  more  cases  of 
a diverse  nature  have  been  admitted  than  is  the  usual 
custom. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  exceedingly  mild  and 
did  not  occasion  any  epidemics  in  any  part  of  the  Hospital 
Board’s  area.  There  were  no  cross-infections  and  no 
operative  treatment  was  called  for  in  any  case.  The  only 
complication  of  any  clinical  importance  was  a case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  which  arose  in  a woman  after  confinement. 
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She  subsequently  developed  Salpingitis  which  occasioned 
very  high  temperatures  and  eventually  necssitated  her 
removal  to  Warren  Road  Hospital  after  a very  long 
illness. 

Diphtheria.— There  were  only  thirty-five  cases  of  this 
disease  during  the  year  and  no  laryngeal  cases  which 
required  tracheotomy  occurred.  Unfortunately,  however, 
although  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  is  very  much  lower, 
which  is  probably  due  to  the  considerable  number  of 
children  who  have  been  immunised  in  the  Hospital  Board’s 
area,  the  disease  is  very  much  more  severe  in  the  cases 
which  are  attacked.  There  were  four  deaths  from 
Diphtheria,  two  from  the  Guildford  Borough  and  two  from 
the  Guildford  Rural  District,  all  being  cases  who  had  been 
sent  into  hospital  late  in  the  disease  and  who  only  lived 
a short  period,  one  only  three  hours,  after  admission. 
No  treatment  has  yet  been  discovered  which  appears  to  be 
of  value  in  saving  these  cases  which  are  advanced  in  the 
disease  before  obtaining  treatment. 

Measles. — There  were  nine  cases  of  Measles  admitted, 
all  of  which  were  presumed  to  have  some  complication,  as 
Measles  uncomplicated  it  not  admissible.  Most  of  these 
cases,  however,  had  Pneumonia,  but  from  Aldershot  was 
admitted  a case  with  a diagnosis  of  acute  Appendicitis 
with  Measles.  This  diagnosis  was  not,  however,  confirmed 
after  admission.  The  provision  of  accommodation  for 
Measles-Pneumonia  is  of  great  value. 


Dysentery. — Pour  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  ad- 
mitted, all  being  from  the  Warren  Road  Hospital  and  these 
required  for  a time  a considerable  amount  of  treatment. 
As  two  of  these  cases  were  advanced  in  age,  nursing  was 
not  easy. 

Cerebro-Spimal  Meningitis.— Four  cases  were  admitted 
with  this  diagnosis  but  in  none  of  them  v?as  the  diagnosis 
confirmed.  One  case  was  found  to  have  Pneumococcal 
Meningitis  from  which  the  child  unfortunately  died.  The 
disease  is,  of  course,  generally  fatal.  The  other  cases  were 
found  not  to  be  so  affected.  One  of  them,  however,  died 
of  Broncho-Pneumonia.  All  these  cases  came  from  the 
Guildford  Rural  District, 
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Erysipelas. — There  were  only  two  cases  of  this  disease 
and  both  of  them  recovered  perfectly  satisfactorily. 


Foliomelitis. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  admitted 
but  in  only  one  was  the  diagnosis  confirmed.  This  case 
was  a woman  of  thirty-six  years  of  age,  an  age  at  which 
the  disease  is  very]  rarely  found.  The  advance  of  the 
disease  in  her  case  was  extremely  rapid  and  the  collapse 
of  the  muscles  of  the  respiratory  system  necessitated  her 
removal  to  Alton,  where  she  was  placed  in  a respirator. 
She  unfortunately  died  three  days  later  from  a uterine 
haemorrhage. 


Deaths. — There  were  six  deaths  during  the  year  which 
have  been  previously  described,  four  of  which  were  due  to 
Diphtheria,  one  to  Pneumococcal  Meningitis  and  one  to 
Broncho-Pneumonia. 


Diagnosis. — The  number  of  cases  sent  in  found  not  to 
be  suffering  from  the  disease  for  which  they  were  admitted 
is  almost  exactly  the  same  annually,  despite  the  fall  in 
the  number  of  cases.  The  numbers  were  as  follows  : — 

From  Guildford  M.B. — 5 cases  sent  in  as  Diphtheria,  2 as 
Scarlet  Fever,  1 as  Poliomyelitis. 

From  Guildford  R.D. — 3 cases  sent  in  as  Diphtheria,  1 as 
Scarlet  Fever. 

From  Godaiming  M.B. — 1 case  sent  in  as  Diphtheria. 


Population,  1938. — The  figures  for  the  admissions  during 
the  year  under  the  heading  proportion  per  1,000  popula- 
tion, were  worked  out  upon  population  figures  as  supplied 
by  the  Registrar-General  for  mid-1937.  As  the  figure  is 
not  available  for  the  part  of  Hambledon  Rural  District 
served  by  the  Isolation  Hospital,  this  figure  cannot  be  in- 
cluded. For  Aldershot,  of  course,  no  figure  is  given  as 
onl}-  one  case  was  admitted  from  that  town.  This  also 
applies  to  Woking,  only  three  cases  being  admitted  from 
this  district. 


The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  during  the 
past  ten  years  : — 


Year 

Guildford 

M.B. 

Godaiming 

M b. 

Guildford 

K.D. 

Hambledon 

R.D. 

Total 
admis. 
to  Hosp. 

1929 

208 

31 

112 

80 

505 

1930 

35 

11 

35 

18 

247 

1931 

44 

17 

21 

42 

182 

1932 

61 

25 

53 

35 

197 

1933 

90 

21 

79 

41 

265 

1934 

169 

27 

113 

37 

508 

1935 

197 

20 

79 

59 

419 

1936 

251 

67 

59 

35 

412 

1937 

loo 

22 

26 

4 

202 

1938 

75 

6 

44 

4 

137 

1,263 

247 

621 

355 

3,174 

P.  A.  BELAM, 
Medical  Superintendent. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. — During  1938  a satisfactory  supply  has 
been  maintained,  both  as  to  quality  and  quantity  and  no 
form  of  contamination  has  been  encountered. 

A new  well  at  Borough  Road  station  and  a new  bore- 
hole at  Ockford  Station  have  been  brought  into  use  during 
the  year.  In  each  case  the  character  of  the  new  supply 
is  similar  to  that  already  obtained  from  the  particular 
stations. 

Extensions  of  mains  carried  out  in  the  Borough 
during  1938  were  as  follows : — 

(a)  To  provide  supply  to  new  (privately  built) 

houses  : — 3,044  yards  of  3in.,  4in.  and  5in  main. 

(b)  To  improve  system  of  distribution  : — 4,987  yards 

of  3in.,  4in.,  5in.  and  bin.  main. 
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The  usual  quarterly  samples  taken  from  the  Borough 
Road  and  Ockford  Stations  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  all 
proved  very  satisfactory  on  analysis.  The  twelve*  samples 
taken  by  the  Water  Engineer  from  various  points  in  the 
Water  area  at  periods  between  the  quarterly  samples  were 
also  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  way.  Constant 
chlorination  of  the  whole  of  the  supply  was  carried  out  as 
in  former  years. 

Chemical  Analysis. — Results  in  parts  per  100,000  from 
the  eleven  quarterly  samples  taken  (the  first  seven  taken 
from  Borough  Road  and  the  remaining  four  from  Ockford 
Works)  are  as  follows  : — 

Appearances  : — Borough  Road  : Clear  and  Bright  (all). 

Ockford  Road  : Slight  yellowish  opalescence. 
Colour : Normal  (all). 

Odour  : Nil  (all). 

Reaction  pH.  Neutral : 7.0,  7.0,  7.2,  7.2,  7.0,  7.1,  7.1,  7.8,  7.8, 
7.8,  7.7 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  : 1.8,  1.8,  1.5,  1.5,  2.0,  1.8,  1.6,  0.5,  — , 
0.5,  0.9 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C. : 425,  405,  435,  420,  405, 
430,  415,  390,  405,  400,  405 

Total  Solids  at  180°  C. : 28.5,  27.0,  29.0,  28.0,  27.0,  28.5, 

27.5,  26.0,  27.0,  26.5,  27.0 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate : 14.5,  13.5,  13.5,  14.5, 

13.5,  14.5,  13.0,  17.5,  17.0,  17.0,  17.5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides : 2.3,  2.4,  2.4,  2.5,  2.4,  2.4,  2.4,  1.5, 

1.5,  1.6,  1.7 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  : 0.52,  0.60,  0.48,  0.44,  0.48,  0.48,  0.76, 

; > ? 

Nitrites : Absent  (all). 

Hardness — Permanent : 8.5,  8.5,  8.5,  6.5,  4.5,  6.5,  7.0,  4.0, 

4.5,  4.5,  4.0 

Hardness- — Temporary : 11.5,  11.5,  12.5,  12.5,  11.5,  12.5, 
11.0,  16.0.  15.5,  15.5,  15.0 
Total : 20.0,  20.0,  21.0,  19.0,  16.0,  19.0,  18.0,  20.0, 
20.0,  20.0,  19.0 


15 


Metals — Iron  : — , — , .015,  .012,  — , .015,  — , .070,  .070, 
.050,  .065 

Free  Ammonia : — , — , .0064,  .0056,  .0032,  .0100,  — , 
.0008,  .0016,  — , — 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  : Absent  (all). 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  : .0004,  .0008,  .0014,  - — , — , .0020, 


Albuminoid  Nitrogen  : Absent  (all). 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F.  : .015,  .015,  .015,  .020, 


.015,  .025,  .010,  — , — , .005,  .010 
No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml.  : — 

On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°  C. 

„ „ „ 1 day  at  37°  C. : 

„ „ „ 2 days  at  37°  C. : 312444431  16  5 

Bacillus  Coli : Absent  (all). 

Bacillus  Welchii : Absent  (all). 


43731  0 25  22  21 
21142343144 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — During  the  year,  the  following 
extensions  of  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  were  carried 
out  in  the  Borough  : — ■ 

By  private I enterprise  for  estates  development — 

Silo  Wood  Estate  : 723  yds.  9in.  and  123  yds.  6in. 
soil  sewer,  497  yds.  9in.  and  293  yds.  6in. 
surface  water  sewer. 

Crownpits  Estate  : 323  yds.  6in.  soil  sewer,  202  yds. 
6in.  surface  water  sewer. 

Nursery  Estate  : 230  yds.  9in.  soil  sewer. 

By  Town  Council — 

Bashing  Lane  : 530  yds.  surface  water  sewer.  (Part 
improvement  scheme  to  relieve  flooding  at 
Ockford  Corner  and  Railway  Bridge  Area). 

The  sewering  of  the  villages  of  Milford  and  Witley  in 
the  Hambledon  Rural  District  was  commenced  during  the 
latter  part  of  1938,  and  is  frequently  inspected  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor  and  his  Assistants,  as  the  sewer  will 
eventually  be  connected  to  the  Milford  Outfall  Sewer,  to 
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be  constructed  at  a later  date  by  the  Town  Council.  Plans 
for  this  sewer  and  proposed  percolating  filter  at  the 
Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  at  Unstead  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — One  case  of  pollution  of  the  River 
Wey  was  discovered  and  reported  to  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Area  Inspector.  On  investigation  it  was  found 
to  have  been  caused  by  a broken  iron  drain  on  Tannery 
premises,  which  passed  over  the  river.  This  drain  was 
repaired  immediately  on  notification  being  given  to  the 
firm  concerned. 

Closet  Accommodation.—1 Thirteen  cesspools  and  eight 
pail  closets  were  abolished  during  the  year  and  the  houses 
connected  to  the  main  drainage  system,  under  informal 
Notices  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Revised  figures  for  properties  remaining  unconnected 
to  sewers  are  as  follows: — 

Cesspools  draining  houses — 35  (23  no  sewers  available). 

Pail-closets  attached  to  cottages — 22  (18  no  sewers 

available). 

Pail  closets  attached  to  Workplaces — 3 (No  sewers 

available). 

Public  Cleansing.' — House  and  trade  refuse  is  collected 
by  the  Town  Council  weekly  and  disposal  is  effected  at 
the  Council’s  Sewage  Farm  at  Unstead  by  controlled 
tipping  on  low-lying  land.  Tipping  at  Catteshall  Lane  was 
discontinued  during  1938  following  complaints  of  alleged 
nuisance  arising  from  such  tipping. 

Arising  out  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  early 
in  the  year  on  collection  of  trade  refuse  from  premises  in 
the  Borough,  the  Town  Council  considered  the  matter  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  decided 
to  charge  for  the  collection  of  such  refuse  over  and  above 
a certain  quantity  removed  free  of  charge  weekly.  Regula- 
tions were  formulated  and  the  charges  were  made  on  and 
from  1st  November,  1938. 

As  regards  cesspools ; the  Council  does  not  undertake 
the  emptying  of  those  remaining. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 
Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  AND  OTHER 
INSPECTION  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Ordinary  Inspections  (including  nuisances,  com- 
plaints, advisory  visits,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  674 

Housing  Inspection  (under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Housing  Re-Inspections  of  work  in  progress,  etc.  341 

Inspections  of  :• — 

Drainage  to  Houses,  including  tests  ...  ...  219 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspections  ...  474 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops  and  Milkstores  85 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ..  ...  ...  303 

Foodshops  and  places  where  food  is  stored  and 

prepared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  316 

Office  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Ashpits  and  Sanitary  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  199 

Rat  Infested  Premises — Advisory  Visits  ...  ...  43 

Smoke  Observations 11 

Investigations  under : — 

Shops  Acts  125 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Act§  ...  ...  ...  7 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  and  Prevention 

Acts  (including  disinfections)  74 
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Sampling  of : — 

Water  Supplies — Public  

Private  Wells 

Milk  Supplies 

Total  Inspections 


12 

9 


22 


3,312 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Statutory  Notices  33 

Informal  Notices  ...  •...  405 


438 

Total  Notices  served  ...  397 


Work  in  Hand  ...  ...  41 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  NOTICES. 


Drainage. 

Yards  paved  and  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Soil  drains  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.1 

Soil  drains  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  soil  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Surface  water  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Surface  water  drains  repaired  or  renewed  ...  3 

Surface  water  drains  unstopped  4 

Surface  water  removed  from  soil  drains  ...  ...  3 

Roof  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired  ...  ...  20 

Fresh  air  inlets  to  drains  renewed 2 

New  sinks  provided  ...  7 

New  trapped  wastepipes  provided 2 
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Water  Closets. 

New  water  closets  provided  complete  ...  ...  8 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fittings,  etc.  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Outbuildings  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  7 

Dilapidations. 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  17 

Ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Rooms  stripped  and  re-papered  or  distempered  ...  69 

Larders  cleansed  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Internal  painting  of  woodwork  ...  ...  ...  3 

External  painting  of  woodwork  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cooking  and  heating  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  24 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

Window  sashes  and  casements  repaired  or  renewed  17 
Window  areas  increased  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Flooring  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Walls  reinstated  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

External  doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  9 

Provision  of  ventilators  to  rooms  ...  ...  ...  6 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

Outhouses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pointing  reinstated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dampness  in  Houses. 

Houses  treated  for  damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  20 

Houses  treated  for  dampness  in  flues,  etc.  ...  23 

Dampness  remedied  around  doors  and  windows  ...  5 

Dampcourse  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous. 

Main  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  4 

Main  water  taken  inside  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  cleansed  throughout  ...  5 
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Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

V erminous  premises  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rat  infested  premises  cleared  ...  ...  ...  1) 

Animals  kept  under  insanitary  conditions  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  (domestic  and  trade)  ...  331 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  and  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

(1 7i formation  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State). 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  ANL)  OTHER 
PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT. 


Number  of 


Inspec- 

Written Occup. 

Premises. 

tions. 

Notices.  Pros. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . . . 

100 

44  — 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

115 

41 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in- 
cluding works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 
including  outworkers’ premises)  16  — 

( Electrical  stations  should  be  reckoiied  as  Factories ) 


Total 


t • • 


231 


85 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of 
defects 

Number  of  Delects  in 

, a * Ref’d  resp. 

Found  R’died  toH.M.  of 

Insp-  which 
ector  prosecs 
were 
Inst’d 


Want  of  cleanliness  (s.l) 

37 

30 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (s.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s.4)  ... 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (s.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (s.7) : — 
Insufficient  ... 

6 

3 

_ 



Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

50 

31 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ... 

36 

26 

— 

— 

(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Home  Work  or 
offences  under  the  sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937). 


Total  ...  136  94  — — 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

As  many  inspections  and  re-inspections  as  possible 
were  made  under  the  various  Shops  Acts  in,  regard  to 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  assistants,  closing  and 
working  hours,  sanitation,  etc.,  and,  informal  action  taken 
in  certain  instances.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
report  to  the  Council  for  formal  action.  Some  shops  remain 
to  be  dealt  with  in  the  matter  of  adequate  heating  of 
premises,  but  these  are  receiving  attention  and  it  is  hoped 
the  improvements  effected  will  prove  satisfactory. 
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The  work  in  connection  with  the  checking  of  records 
of  working  and  overtime  hours  of  young  persons  increases, 
and  will  he  further  increased  when  the  Young  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  1938  comes  into  force. 

Also  duties  under  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Re- 
strictions) Act,  1936,  entail  a certain  amount  of  Sunday 
inspection  and  investigation  to  ensure  the  provisions  of 
the  Acts  being  complied  with. 

All  office  premises  to  which  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  applies  have  been  inspected  and  recorded,  and  with 
few  exceptions  found  to  comply  with  the  general  re- 
quirements applicable  thereto.  These  exceptions  proved 
to  be  mainly  in  connection  with  ventilation,  defective  or 
inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  (for  separation  of 
sexes).  Informal  notices  were  served  where  necessary  and 
occupiers  of  the  premises  concerned  have  given  effect  to 
these  in  every  case. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

One  or  two  complaints  were  received  as  to  a nuisance 
caused  by  excessive  smoke  from  trade  chimneys  in  the 
Borough,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found 
necessary,  from  observations  made,  to  issue  a.  warning  to 
certain  Manufacturers  to  pay  more  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  recommended 
the  Town  Council  to  adopt  the  Model  Byelaws  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  enable  these  nuisances  to  be  more 
effectively  controlled  in  the  future. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  situation  in  this  respect  remains  unchanged  from 
that  set  out  in  the  1937  Report.  The  public  continues  to 
use  the  Charterhouse  Bathing  Place  in  the  River  Wey,  and 
their  thanks  are  due  to  the  Governing  Body  of  Charter- 
house  for  these  facilities.  The  Bathing  place  is  supervised 
by  an  Attendant  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  during 
the  Summer  months. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

A.  few  cases  of  infestation  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year.  These  were  private  houses  which  were  treated  (upon 
request  and  payment  of  cost  by  the  Owners)  by  the  Health 
Department  staff,  with  an  insecticide  applied  as  directed 
by  the  makers,  and  which  evidently  proved  effective,  as  no 
further  complaints  of  trouble  in  this  respect  have  been 
received  from  any  of  the  owners  or  occupiers. 
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SCHOOLS. 

Routine  inspection  of  these  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  School  Medical  Officers  and  it.  is  presumed 
the  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  to  the  premises 
are  satisfactory.  The  occurrence  of  statutory  nuisance  on 
these  premises  is  the  only  concern  of  the  Town  Council’s 
Officers,  and  no  complaint  was  made  during  the  year. 

Questions  of  the  health  of  scholars,  prevention  ot 
spread  of  infectious  disease,  and  closure  of  and  exclusion 
of  scholars  from  schools  are  also  matters  for  the  County 
Council ’s  Medical  Staff. 

Notifications  of  the  absence  of  scholars  due  to  their 
having  contracted,  or  been  in  contact  with,  notifiable  in- 
fectious diseases,  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
by  the  Head  Teachers  and  the  latter  are  similarly  notified 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  notification  of 
a'  case  is  received  by  him  from  the  Medical  Practitioners 
in  the  Borough. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations:  — 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Three  licensed  and  five  registered  private  slaughter- 
houses remain  in  the  Borough — one  Registered  slaughter- 
house having  been  closed  during  the  year,  when  the 
Corporation  purchased  the  premises  for  erection  of  new 
offices  in  the  near  future. 

Two  of  the  former  are  licensed  annually  on  April  1st 
and  the  third  maintained  under  a continuous  license  (to 
be  surrendered  on  establishment  of  a Public  Abattoir  in 
the  Borough).  The  two  licensed  annually  are  both  fairly 
modern  and  generally  suitable  in  most  respects,  but  the 
five  registered  are  old  and  unsuitable,  especially  in  regard 
to  their  structure,  location,  accommodation  and  general 
adaptability  for  present  day  requirements.  These  will 
come  up  for  review  by  the  Town  Council  before  October, 
1939.  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  by 
which  all  registrations  of  private  slaughterhouses  will  be 
cancelled  on  that  date,  and  such  premises  become  subject 
to  annual  license  thereafter,  unless  the  Town  Council 
decide  that  they  are  unfit  for  use  as  such.  In  this  event 
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the  Council  will  be  compelled  to  close  any  unfit  slaughter- 
house incapable  of  being  made  suitable  and  award  com- 
pensation to  the  occupier,  of  an  amount)  to  be  decided  by 
agreement,  or  failing  this,  by  arbitration;  regard  being  had 
to  tne  structural  condition  thereof,  and  any  other  objection 
on  sanitary  grounds  applicable  to  the  premises. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  regularly  inspects  all 
slaughterhouses  under  the  Byelaws,  and  in  connection  with 
his  duties  as  Meat  Inspector;  minor  improvements  are 
effected  where  practicable  and  the  premises  generally  are 
kept  reasonably  clean  and  as  free  from  nuisance  as  possible. 
Bearing  in  mind  their  unsatisfactory  structural  condition 
generally,  only  by  strict  adherence  to  the  Byelaws  in  regard 
to  daily  removal  of  offals,  frequent  limewashing,  washing 
down  and  generaly  cleanliness,  can  serious  nuisance  be 
avoided  upon  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  premises. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  two  Tanneries  in  the  Borough  were  generally  well 
conducted  under  the  Byelaws  during  the  year,  and  with 
the  exception  of  on  or  two  minor  complaints  as  to  smells 
from  certain  chemicals  used  in  the  various  processes  of  the 
trades,  no  serious  complaints  were  received  or  nuisances 
detected. 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  daily  under  the  Byelaws,  in 
covered  vans,  and  disposed  of  on  land  well  away  from  any 
dwellings  or  other  buildings,  so  that  no  nuisance  is  caused 
thereby. 


Housing. 

New  Housing. — Houses  built  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  number  71 ; all  by  private  enterprise,  for  sale  to 
prospective  owner-occupiers.  27  were  erected  in  Godaiming 
area  and  34  in  Farncombe,  with  small  estate  groups  at 
Catteshal  1 Lane  and  Silo  Wood  Estate  respectively. 

The  Town  Council  re-housed  34  families  on  their 
Housing  Schemes  from  the  waiting  list  during  the  year, 
and  18  bona-fide  applicants  were  on  the  list  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  It  is  anticipated  that  changes  in  tenancy 
occurring  during  1939  among  the  Council’s  494  tenants 
will  be  sufficient  to  re-house  these  applicants, 
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As  there  appeared  to  be  a demand  for  Aged  Persons 
Bungalows  and  small  two-bed  roomed  houses  in  the  Farn- 
eombe  District,  the  Town  Council  decided  to  erect  ten  of 
each  of  these  on  the  Silo  Wood  Estate  at  Northbourne,  and 
building  will  commence  early  in  1939 

Overcrowding. — Six  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred 
during  the  year.  Four  were  abated  as  follows  : — 

Obtained  larger  (private)  house,  1. 

Obtained  larger  (council)  house,  1. 

Families  living  with  parents  obtained  separate  private 
houses,  2. 

The  two  remaining  cases  will  be  dealt  with  as  soon 
as  sufficient  large  houses— Council  or  privately  owned — be- 
come available. 

Existing  Housing. — House-to-house  inspection  under  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  revealed  defects  requiring 
attention  in  116  houses  of  194  inspected  for  the  purpose. 
Notices  for  the  repair  of  these  were  served  and  re-visits 
made  to  inspect  the  work  carried  out. 

One  unfit  house  was  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owner. 
No  formal  closures  or  demolitions  were  effected  during  the 
year.  The  six  old  cottages  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners 
some  time  ago,  following  action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  all  form  parts  of  other  buildings 
and  demolition  is  practically  impossible  whilst  the  adjoin- 
ing properties  remain  in  use. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1938. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

1.  By  the  Town  Council  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  71 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 194 

(6)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  203 


2.  ( a ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  No.  1 above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  27 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  29 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  115 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  Without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Numbers  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  106 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners  ..,  ...  ...  Nil 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made'  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

persuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1.936  : — - 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  ot‘  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

A.  — 1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  2 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  19 

B.  — 1.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

ported during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

C.  — 1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  4 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  21 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  8 
Retailers,  1 Producer-Retailer  and  two  Wholesale  Pro- 
ducers on  the  Registers. 
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During  the  year,  5 Retailers’  businesses  were  taken 
over  by  another  Retailer  in  the  Borough  and  one  farm 
ceased  to  be  a Dairy  Farm,  which  accounts  for  the  re- 
duction on  the  numbers  given  in  last  year’s  Report. 


Graded  Milk  Licenses  in  force  are  as  follows : — 

Bottling  License — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licenses — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

Pasteuriser’s  License  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licenses  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  3 


Two  dairy  farms  are  producing  “ Accredited  ” Milk 
under  license  from  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  the 
third  Producer  had  applied  for  license  on  taking  over  the 
farm  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  Borough  is  regularly 
inspected  and  thermograph  records  checked  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  the  Regulations  and  conditions  laid  down  for 
such  installations.  Also  the  bottling  plant  for  ‘ Tuberculin 
Tested’  milk,  to  ensure  strict  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  the  license. 

Milk  samples  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Laboratory  of  the  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital  at  Guildford  for  examination  and  report. 


Seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  1938  as 
follows  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested  : 2 


Accredited : 5 

Pasteurised  : 5 

0 

Ungraded  : 5 
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With  the  exception  of  one  sample  of  ‘Accredited  ’ milk 
(which  proved  on  biological  examination  to  contain 
evidence  of  tuberculous  infection)  and  one  sample  of  un- 
graded milk  (which  had  a somewhat  high  bacterial  count — 
although  the  coliform  count  was  low)  all  the  samples  taken 
gave  low  counts  of  bacteria  and  bacillus  coli,  proving 
cleanliness  in  production  and  treatment.  The  ‘Tuberculin 
Tested’  and  ‘Accredited’  samples  satisfactorily  passed  the 
coliform  and  methylene  blue  tests,  also  the  ‘Pasteurised 
samples  passed  the  phosphatase  test,  which  detects  any 
fault  in  the  temperature  and  length  of  time  during  which 
the  milk  is  under  treatment  by  heat. 

All  samples!  were  submitted  to  the  biological  test  and 
only  in  one  case  was  any  evidence  of  tuberculous  infection 
detected.  The  contents!  of  the  biological  report  on  this 
sample  was  immediately  communicated  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  a reply  subsequently  received  from  him 
to  the  effect  that  ;«  cow  which  was  the  probable  source  of 
infection  had  been  detected  and  slaughtered  between  the 
dates  of  sampling  and  biological  examination  respectively. 

All  dairy  premises  are  regularly  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  various  Acts  and  Orders, 
and  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  action  against 
any  occupier  during  the  year. 


Considerable  improvements  were  effected  at  two  dairy 
farms  during  the  period  under  report,  in  concreting  of 
yards,  etc.,  and  it  is  hoped  to  bring  the  third  farm  up  to  a 
better  standard  of  repair  during  1939. 


Meat. — The  eight  private  slaughterhouses  were  visited 
systematically  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  regular 
slaughtering  hours  throughout  the  year,  as  frequently  as 
his  other  duties  would  permit,  to  ensure  the  examination 
of  the  carcases  of  all  food  animals  before  exposure  for  sale 
to  the  public.  With  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  In- 
spector in  October,  1938  (which  relieved  Mr.  Warner  of 
some  of  his  other  duties)  a slight  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  number  of  inspections  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food 
was  possible  during  the  last  quarter,  and  it  is  hopecl  during 
1939  to  aim  at  the  maximum  number  of  inspections. 
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Figures  shewing  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  arid 
inspected  are  as  follows  : — 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

CO 

5 

O 

O 

Calves 

r— 

r.  ’ > 

57 

r-  r- 

c/:  £ 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

293 

— 

154 

1,505 

1,692 

Number  Inspected  

241 

— 

118 

1,129 

1,404 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

5 

— 

— 

13 

2.07 

,18 

.92 

Tuberculosis  only:  Whole  carcases 
condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

— 

— 

— 

34 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

7.05 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.42 

A quantity  of  ox  and  pigs  heads,  tongues  and  various 
organs  were  found  to  be  affected  with  disease  and 
destroyed,  but  the  meat  inspected  during  the  year  was  on 
the  wiiole  of  excellent  quality  and  free  from  generalised 
disease. 

Several  tinned  hams  and  boxes  of  fresh  ^ fish  fillets 
were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  and 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  were  generally  well 
observed  during  the  year  and  no  infringements  of  either 
were  detected, 


Other  Foods Seventeen  bakehouses  are  registered 

in  the  Borough ; four  having  been  brought  under  this 
category  by  the  operation  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 
Eight  of  these  are  of  fairly  modern  construction,  but  the 
remainder  are  old  buildings  and  although  adapted  for  the 
purpose,  leave  much  to  be  desired,  as  places  where  food 
is  prepared.  The  occupiers,  however,  by  general  adherence 
to  the  regulations  as  to  cleanliness,  whitewashing  and 
other  sanitary  requirements  of  the  Factories’  Act, 
maintain  them  in  a reasonable  condition  of  cleanliness. 

Restaurant  kitchens,  fish  shops,  cooked  meat  shops, 
etc.,  are  inspected  for  detection  of  insanitary  or  other 
undesirable  conditions,  as  other  inspection  work  will 
permit.  Trade  refuse  is  removed  from  all  these  premises 
by  the  Town  Council  weekly,  or  more  frequently,  on 
payment  by  the  occupiers  of  cost  of  removal. 

All  condemned  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  are  removed 
to  Unstead  Sewage  Farm  for  destruction,  under 
supervision. 


Adulteration  and  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Food. 

The  County  Council  administers  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  within  the  Borough  and  carries  out  the 
necessary  sampling  and  analysis.  The  Report  upon  the 
work  carried  out  in  Godaiming  during  1938  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer  is  as  follows  : 54  samples  in  all 
were  taken,  of  which  35  were  formal  and  19  informal. 
Three  samples  were  found  adulterated,  one  of  which  was 
milk,  one  confectionery  and  one  beef  suet. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  were  as  follows : — 

Milk,  33  (28  formal  and  5 informal),  two  informal 
samples  of  cream,  two  formal  samples  of  butter,  three 
samples  of  cheese,  (one  formal  and  two  informal),  one 
formal  sample  of  sausages,  four  samples  of  confectionery 
and  jam  (twc  formal  and  two  informal).  Informal 
samples,  one  of  e^ch  of  the  following : — Mint  sauce,  beef 
suet,  custard  powder,  prunes,  lemon  barley  powder, 
chocolate  brick  cake,  lemon  squash,  lemon  barley,  and  one 
formal  sample  of  sultanas. 
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Prevalance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  Other  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  generally  was  low. 
As  regards  measles  and  mumps,  however,  there  were  a 
number  of  cases;  the  Infants’  Schools  at  Farncombe  and 
Bridge  Road  being  the  chief  sufferers.  The  disease  caus- 
ing most  trouble  was  mumps,  but  as  this  is  a mild  disease 
not  as  a rule  leaving  any  invalidity  behind,  it  is  of  no 
great  consequence  except  for  absenteeism. 

Notifications  from  the  Schools  were  as  under  : — 


Schools 


Council  C.  of  E. 

Bridge  Rd.  Moss  Lane  Farncombe 

Jun  Mixed  Girls  & C.  of  E 


Disease 

Totals 

Central 

Infants 

Infants 

Busb'ge 

Infants 

Measles 

123 

1 

37 

28 

1 

53 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Mumps 

Whooping 

83 

G 

75 

— 

— 

2 

Cough 

German 

8 

2 

O 

O 

— 

— 

3 

Measles  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Chickenpox 

9° 

5 

4 

— 

— 

14 

Dy  sentry 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cough 

1 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

1 

Totals 

ojo 

15 

123 

29 

1 

74 

There  were  more  than  twice  as  many  cases  of  in- 
fectious disease  notified  from  the  schools  as  in  1937  and 
more  than  half  the  total  was  contributed  from  the  Bridge 
Road  School,  but  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  mumps. 
These  figures  merely  indicate  the  periodic  fluctuation  of 
infectious  disease  and  a record  over  a number  of  years 
bears  this  out.  Notifications  of  the  various  diseases  since 
1934  are  of  interest.  These  are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Measles 

Mumps 

Chicken 

pox 

German  Whooping 
Measles  Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever  Diphtheria 

1934 

7 

159 

8 

— 

12 

6 

— 

1935 

...  40 

147 

35 

1 

82 

12 

1 

1936 

...  210 

— 

4 

— 

O 

O 

49 

2 

1937 

1 

— 

32 

— 

67 

6 

1 

1938 

...  120 

83 

23 

1 

8 

3 

— 

66 


As  regards  legally  notifiable  infectious  disease  in- 
cidence was  unusually  low.  There  were  only  19  cases  in 
all  notified  and  20  of  tuberculosis. 

Scarlet  Fever. — In  place  of  the  24  cases  notified  in 
1937,  only  6 were  received  in  1938.  Of  these  one  was  a 
child  under  10,  two  were  children  between  10  and  15,  and 
3 were  adults.  The  children  were  nursed  at  home,  the 
adults  came  into  hospital.  No  case  was  other  than  mild. 
The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  of  course  exceedingly 
low  and  probably  presages  a much  increased  number  of 
cases  in  the  near  future. 

Diphtheria, — Two  cases  only,  mother  and  daughter 
were  notified.  One  other  case  was  found  not  to  be 
suffering  from  the  disease  after  admission  to'  hospital  and 
was  not  notified  as  Diphtheria.  Diphtheria  immunisation 
has  been  continued  during  1938,  being  carried  out  at  the 
schools  and  clinic  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 
This  gentleman,  Dr.  Godber,  states  that  already  nearly 
half  the  child  population  between  the  ages  of  1 and  11 
years  have  been  treated.  This  refers  of  course  to  those 
children  who  will  attend  or  are  attending  the  Elementary 
Schools. 

Children  treated  are  as  follows  (alum  precipitated 
toxoid  being  used)  : — 1st  dose — 105,  second  and  subsequent 
doses- — 53.  Schick  tests— 98.  No  Schick  testing  was  done 
where  two  doses  of  A.P.T.  were  given. 

Other  notifiable  diseases  were  pneumonia  9,  and 
erysipelas  3 ; of  pneumonia  deaths,  only  three  were 
specified  as  lobar,  six  as  broncho-pneumonia  and  one  as 
pneumonia  without  amplification.  Of  these,  one  was 
notified,  leaving)  two  notifiable  but  not  notified. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  rilie  yqar  1938. 


Disease. 

Total 

admitted  tc 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

3 

_ 

Diphtheria 

9 

• • • Lj 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

1 

7 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Totals 

20 

7 

7 

34 


Age  Groups  n>f  Notified  Cases. 


Disease 

3-4  4-5 

5-10  10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

65 

45-65  & over. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 



1 2 

2 

1 

— 



Diphtheria 

— 1 

— — 

— 

— 

1 



Pneumonia 

1 — 

1 

— 

3 

— 

3 1 

Erysipelas 



— — 

— 

1 

1 

— 1 

Tuberculosis. — Twenty  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis were  notified  in  1938.  Of  these  thirteen  were  males 
and  seven  females.  Four  cases  of  non-pul monary  tuber- 
culosis, three  males  and  one  female  were  also  notified. 
In  addition  to  these,  two  males  and  four  females  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  moved  into  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  88  cases  on  register. 
Of  these  54  were  local,  and  34  imported  cases,  the  figures 
being  : — 


Origin 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Totals 

Local 

18 

19 

7 

10 

54 

Imported 

14 

12 

5 

3 

34 

That  is  32  males  and  31  females  or  63  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis — nine  cases  more  than  in  1937 
and  12  males  and  13  females  with  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis— or  24  cases,  the  same  number  as  last  year.  This  is 
again  an  increase  in  total  cases  on  register.  There  were 
five  males  and  seven  females  who  died  from  pulmonary 
and  two  males  and  one  female  who  died  from  non-pulmon- 
ary tuberculosis  during  1938.  Of  these  cases  all  those  who 
died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  one  exception  had 
been  previously  notified.  Of  those  dying  from  non-pul- 
monary, two  were  posthumously  notified,  the  condition 
only  being  diagnosed  at  post-mortem  as  was  one  of  the 
pulmonary  cases. 
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NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods. 

Pul 

M. 

Imonary. 

F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

1- 

-5 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

5- 

-10 

— - 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

10- 

-15 

1 

T- 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

15- 

-20 

— 

3 

— — 

— 

2 

— — 

20- 

-25 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

25- 

-35 

1 

1 

— 1 

— 

2 

— — 

35- 

-45 

2 

1 

— — 

2 

1 

— — 

45- 

-55 

3 

1 

— — 

-T 

1 

— 

55- 

-65 

4 

1 

— — 

2 

1 

— 1 

65  & over 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 — 

Sunshine 

and  Rainfall  Figures, 

1938. 

Kain  in  Inches 
plus  or  minus 
average 

Sunshine  in  Hours 
plus  or  minus 
average. 

January 

2.98 

+ .18 

41 

- 1 1 

February  ... 

.58 

p 

CN 

1 

73 

+ 10 

March 

.28 

- 1.51 

190 

+ 92 

April 

.19 

-2.20 

141 

+ 18 

May 

1.28 

- .70 

123 

-60 

June 

.65 

- 1.13 

160 

-•  17 

July  

1.99 

- .84 

115 

- 46 

August 

2.27 

.06 

1 53 

+ 10 

September 

1.87 

- .48 

125 

+ 8 

October  ... 

2.95 

+ .38 

96 

— 2 

November 

4.56 

+ 1.57 

60 

- 3 

December 

3.97 

+ .9/ 

52 

7 

Tota  l ... 

23.57 

- 5.89 

1,329 

+ 6 

